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FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE FROM HARROP 


E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 


TAGS: OVIP (MOOSE, RICHARD M.), PEPR, PBOR, PINS.MR, 

MO 


SUBJECT: BILATERALS IN RABAT - SAHARA DISPUTE UPDATE 


REFTEL: A) STATE 180505, B) RABAT 4403, C) BRUSSELS 14144, 

D) RABAT 4443, E) RABAT 4441, F) RABAT 4440 

1 . THE CEASEFIRE EXTENDED BY THE POLISARIO FOLLOWING THE 
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COUP IN MAURITANIA CONTINUES. GIRM APPEARS COMMITTED TO 
PRESERVATION OF CEASEFIRE AND END TO FIGHTING, WHILE TRYING 
TO AVOID CONFRONTATION WITH MOROCCO. (REF G). WE HAVE 
REPORTS OF CONSIDERABLE DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY BY ARABS AND 
AFRICANS TO FIND A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION. 


2. SENGHOR WAS SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH POLISARIO REPRESENT- 
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ATIVE BABA MISKE THIS WEEKEND IN DAKAR. BEFORE AGREEING TO 
THE MEETING REQUESTED BY MISKE, SENGHOR CONSULTED WITH 
MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT SALEK, WHO URGED SENGHOR TO RECEIVE 
MISKE AND TO ASCERTAIN FROM HIM THE POLISARIO'S TERMS FOR A 
SETTLEMENT. 

3. THE CAMEROONIANS HAVE ADVANCED A PEACE FORMULA, WHICH 
REPORTEDLY IS ACCEPTABLE TO THE ALGERIANS (REF. C). IT 
CALLS FOR THE CREATION OF A "SAHARAN HOMELAND" WITHIN THE 
BORDERS OF WESTERN SAHARA, BUT NOT BORDERING ON ALGERIA. 

GIRM FEARS POSSIBLE NEGATIVE REACTION BY MOROCCANS TO 
FORMULA AND THEREFORE WOULD BE PREPARED TO HAVE ALL OR 
MOST OF THE TERRITORY FOR THE PROPOSED SAHARAN HOMELAND 
COME OUT OF THE MAURITANIAN SECTOR OF THE FORMER SPANISH 
SAHARA. FYI. WE WERE PUZZLED BY GUEDIRA'S COMMENT TO 
SAUNDERS (REF F, PARA 3) THAT ALGERIANS WERE MORE CON- 
CERNED ABOUT MAURITANIAN SECTOR OF SAHARA THAN ABOUT 
MOROCCAN SECTOR. UNLESS HIS MEANING WAS CLEAR TO ENBASSY 
RABAT, YOU MIGHT SOUND BADDOU ON THIS POINT. END FYI. 

4. SPAIN REMAINS PREPARED TO HOST A CONFERENCE ON THE 
SAHARA, BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO RECENT MOVEMENT ON SUBIECT. 
TALKS BETWEEN THE INTERESTED PARTIES CONTINUE, BUT THE 
ALGERIANS ARE INSISTING THAT POLISARIO BE REPRESENTED AS A 
SEPARATE ENTITY AND THAT SUCH A CONFERENCE BE SPECIFICALLY 
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TAGGED AS DEALING EXCLUSIVELY WITH THE SAHARA, BOTH OF 
WHICH ARE UNACCEPTABLE TO THE MOROCCANS. 

5. MOROCCANS WERE NOT ESPECIALLY FORTHCOMING ON SAHARA 
DISPUTE DURING SAUNNDERS VISIT (REF F). ROYAL COUNSELOR 
REDA GUEDIRA TOLD U.S. PARTY THAT HE "COULD NOT EXCLUDE" 
NEW EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE A PEACE SETTLEMENT OR MAURITANIA 
REDUCING ITS WAR EFFORT. WE HAVE APPARENTLY RELIABLE 
INTELLIGENCE THAT HASSAN WOULD LIKE TO MEET B OUMEDIENNE 
TO DISCUSS THE SAHARA SOMETIME AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE 
OAU MEETING IN KHARTOUM. 

6. TALKING POINTS: 

- U.S. CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THE SAHARA DISPUTE MUST BE 
RESOLVED AMONG THE PARTIES DIRECTLY CONCERNED. 

- WE HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGED BY WHAT WE HAVE HEARD ABOUT 
RECENT DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS TO FIND A SOLUTION TO THE 
DISPUTE. 

- WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN LEARNING YOUR VIEWS ON HOW 
PRODUCTIVE THESE EFFORTS HAVE BEEN AND WHAT MIGHT BE THE 
FORM OF AN EVENTUAL SETTLEMENT. VANCE 
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